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GAITE Transportation Engineering Scholarship
Submission Deadline: June 7th, 2026

The Georgia Section encourages student involvement in our profession and hopes to develop future Georgia transportation engineers through this scholarship program. The Georgia Section will be providing one scholarship this year and the award amount(s) will vary. In 2025, $50,000 was awarded in scholarships. The award makes considerations for both merit and financial need; however, financial need is not necessary to receive a scholarship.

Scholarship recipients will be contacted by July 1st, 2026. All scholarship recipients will be recognized at a Georgia Section ITE monthly meeting. It is highly encouraged that scholarship recipients attend this meeting in person to receive their check. The John D. Edwards scholarship recipient will be recognized at the Georgia Section ITE Summer Seminar banquet on July 21st, 2026, in St. Simons Island, GA. 

John D. Edwards Memorial Scholarship
The late John D. Edwards, first President and one of the founders of the Georgia Section of ITE, led an illustrious transportation career throughout Georgia and the country. John stood for service, technical excellence, mentoring, giving back to professional organizations, especially ITE, and was a strong supporter of the scholarship program. An exceptional applicant can be awarded additional scholarship funds by earning the John D. Edwards Memorial Scholarship.

Eligibility Requirements
Student applicants must fulfill the following requirements to receive the award:
· Must be in an accredited Transportation Engineering or related degree program (e.g., Civil Engineering)
· Expected graduation Fall 2026 or later
· Must be a current member of ITE International (join free here) and/or a current member of a GAITE Student Chapter (preferred)
· Undergraduate and graduate students are both eligible and encouraged to apply
· Past recipients of this scholarship are eligible. 

Application Instructions
To apply for the Georgia Section ITE Scholarship, the student candidate must complete and submit the scholarship application (one compiled PDF document) via e-mail to the address listed below no later than 11:59 PM Sunday, June 7th, 2026. Attach additional sheets if necessary, but information not specifically requested in the application form will be discarded. The last page must contain appropriate signatures, and the whole application, including any additional sheets, must be in one PDF document and sent by the deadline. Do not include these instructional pages.

· Applications must be sent electronically as one PDF document. 
· Complete the application with the headers provided and create a PDF document.
· Name the PDF document as follows: “GAITE Scholarship Application Spring 2026 - LastName, FirstName.pdf”
· Include the following in the PDF document:
· Completed application
· Copy of professional or academic resume or CV
· Copy of current academic transcript (unofficial)
· One (1) letter of recommendation outlining your qualities as a candidate and your involvement in ITE
· The letter can be submitted in the applicant’s PDF or sent directly from the reference
· Applications and references must be received no later than June 7th, 2026
· Email applications to: MMinshew@dot.ga.gov

EVALUATION 
Applications will be evaluated by the GAITE Scholarship Committee on the categories listed below. It is not necessary to meet all these criteria. The criteria will be judged according to the strengths and weaknesses of the applicant pool.
· Commitment to Transportation in Georgia
· Academic Achievement
· ITE and Other Community and Student Organization Involvement
· Leadership Experience
· Professional Experience
· Financial Need and Planned Use of Funds
· Recommendation by transportation professional or professor

Additional evaluation categories for the John D. Edwards Memorial Award
· Exemplary Community Service
· Technical Excellence and Professional Knowledge Sharing
· Mentorship and Teaching Duties
· Impact on Transportation in Georgia
· Giving back to professional organizations, especially ITE

Thank you for your consideration. Please contact the Scholarship Committee if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

2026 Georgia ITE Scholarship Committee Co-Chairs

Merri Minshew
GDOT
(404) 831-5028
MMinshew@dot.ga.gov

Hannah Villaran
AtkinsRéalis
(678) 581-3487
Hannah.Villaran@atkinsrealis.com 
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Georgia Section ITE Transportation Engineering Scholarship Application

Personal Information

Applicant’s Name:	Click here to enter your name.

Current Address:	Click here to enter your address.

Phone Number: 	Click here to enter your phone number.

Email Address:		Click here to enter your e-mail address.



Academic Information

Current College/University:	Your college/university.

Anticipated Degree:	Anticipated Degree.	 Overall GPA:	Overall GPA.	

Graduation Date:	e.g., May 2024		Major GPA:	Major GPA.

Coursework you have taken in the transportation field only:

	Course
	Semester
	Grade

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	







Please select the statement that best describes the status of your professional licensure as an engineer:

☐ I am licensed as an Engineer in Training (EIT)
☐ I have taken and passed the Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) exam
☐ I am preparing to take the FE exam before or shortly after graduation
☐ None of the above

Leadership Activities / Professional Affiliations / Extracurricular Activities

Honors, awards, and scholarships that you have received in college:

	Honor
	Description

	
	

	
	

	
	





List your involvement and any leadership positions in engineering, campus, or community organizations (be sure to include any ITE involvement):

	Organization - Position
	Description

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	
















Employment History

List your most recent employment positions.

Employer:	Company name.	Position:	Research Assistant.

Period of Employment		From: 	01/2023		To: 	05/2023
		
Description:

Click or tap here to enter text.


Employer:	Company name.	Position:	Research Assistant.

Period of Employment		From: 	01/2023		To: 	05/2023
		
Description:

Click or tap here to enter text.


Employer:	Company name.	Position:	Research Assistant.

Period of Employment		From: 	01/2023		To: 	05/2023
		
Description:

Click or tap here to enter text.




Summer Seminar Availability

Are you available to attend Georgia Section ITE Summer Seminar, July 19th – 22nd, 2026, in St. Simon’s Island, GA? Response will not impact eligibility for scholarships. 

Click or tap here to enter text.



Essay: Why Should You Receive This Scholarship? (max 500 words)
Please explain why you are deserving of the GAITE Transportation Engineering Scholarship. Be sure to address all of the following points:
· Summary of your career objectives, including plans to pursue an academic, public, private, or some combination of these career paths
· Your commitment to the transportation field in Georgia, including challenges and opportunities for Georgia that you intend to address during your career
· Any financial need and/or your planned use of the scholarship funds
If you would like to be considered for additional funds, please explain why you are deserving of the John D. Edwards Memorial Scholarship. Be sure to address all of the following points:
· Exemplary service
· Technical excellence
· Mentoring
· Giving back to professional organizations, especially ITE

Click here to start typing…


Applicant:
By signing below, I attest that all the information above is accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge. 

Applicant Signature: _________________________        	   	Date: e.g., 11/19/2023

Applicant Name Click here to enter your name.	
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